


SUNDAY
Sunday Worship: Come at 10:15 AM for coffee, tea, lemonade and donuts in the lobby. Our service is 
from 10:30-11:45 AM.  We have a nursery for ages 1-3 years and children’s worship for children from age 
4 through the 4th grade. 

Zunigas’ Community Group: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday from 6:30-8:30pm in Marble Cliff/Grandview. 
Contact Heath or Emily with questions: heath@newcityhilliard.org or emily.zuniga@outlook.com

TUESDAY
Women’s Bible Study: 9:30 AM at the church office, 4087 Main St. 43026. Childcare is provided.          
Topic: The Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Workbook by Peter Scazzero.
Contact Laura with questions: Laurakess@gmail.com

Williams’ Community Group: 7:00-8:00 PM in the Mill Run area. Contact John Carl or Sarah with ques-
tions: johncarlwilliams@hotmail.com, saritawilliams@hotmail.com

Kesslers’ Community Group: 6:30-8:30 PM in NE Hilliard. Contact James or Laura with questions: james@
newcityhilliard.org, laurakess@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY
Ferris’ Community Group: 6:30-8:45 PM in central Hilliard. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Contact Walt or Lynn for details: lynn1952tx@gmail.com, wferris@fastmail.net

New City Youth Group: Every other Wednesday evening from 6:00-8:00 PM at 4087 Main Street. We’ll 
have games, snacks and a bible study. Contact Heath with questions: heath@newcityhilliard.org

THURSDAY 
Men’s Bible Study: The men will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at the church house (4087 
Main St. 43026) from 6-7pm. Topic: Genesis 1-11. Contact James for details: james@newcityhilliard.org

Women’s Bible Study: The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 6:30-8pm at the church house (4087 
Main St. 43026). Topic: How to Study the Bible with our Minds and Hearts by Jenn Wilken. Contact Sarah S. 
(sarahlstankey@gmail.com) or Laura J. (Laura.Johnston127@gmail.com) 

WEEKLY AT NEW CITY
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NEXT AT NEW CITY
New City Smoke: Come out on March 31st for our post-service lunch. We’ll meet at 12:30pm at 4087 
Main St. The Ferris community group will provide the sides. 
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PRELUDE

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

GOD BRINGS US TO WORSHIP
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my 
yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 
find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30, ESV

Oh, the Deep Deep Love of Jesus | Samuel Trevor Francis; Thomas John Williams

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go | Christopher Miner

O love that will not let me go
I rest my weary soul in Thee
I give Thee back the life I owe
That in Thine ocean depths its flow
May richer fuller be

O light that followest all my way
I yield my flickering torch to Thee
My heart restores its borrowed ray
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter fairer be

O Joy that seekest me through pain
I cannot close my heart to Thee
I trace the rainbow through the rain
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be

O cross that liftest up my head
I dare not ask to fly from thee
I lay in dust life’s glory dead
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be
Words: Public Domain; Music: 1997 Miner, Christopher

SONG OF WELCOME
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SONG OF REPENTANCE

CONFESSION OF SIN | Confessing together

READER: Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to 
your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my in-
iquity, and cleanse me from my sin! For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 
before me. Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 
so that you may be justified in your words and blameless in your judgment.

CONGREGATION: Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit with-
in me. Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from 
me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit.

Based on Psalm 51

There is a Fountain | Edwin Othello Excell; Lowell Mason; William Cowper

There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel’s veins
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains

The dying thief rejoiced to see
That fountain in his day
And there may I though vile as he
Wash all my sins away
And there may I though vile as he
Wash all my sins away

Dear dying Lamb Thy precious blood
Shall never lose its power
Til all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more
Til all the ransomed Church of God
Be saved to sin no more

When this poor lisping, stamm’ring tongue
Lies silent in the grave,
Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save:
Then in a nobler, sweeter song,
I’ll sing Thy pow’r to save.

Redeeming love has been my theme
And shall be till I die

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON | Healing together
PASTOR: Lift your heads, you precious children of God! Having hoped in Jesus for 
the forgiveness of your sins - I declare to you, in the power of his Name, that you are 
clean, your sins have been forgiven. Your Jesus, He loves you! 

CONGREGATION: Our Jesus, we thank you. Amen, Amen.  
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SONG OF RENEWAL

At Children’s church, New City Kids learn a Bible lesson in a developmentally-appro-
priate manner. Children aged 4 through 4th grade are invited to leave for Children’s 
church. They will return to join us during Communion.  

CHILDREN GATHER | Children’s Worship

Jesus Paid It All  | Alex Nifong; Elvina M. Hall; John Thomas Grape

I hear the Savior say
Your strength indeed is small
Child of weakness watch and pray
Find in Me your all in all

CHORUS
Jesus paid it all
All to Him I owe
Sin had left a crimson stain
He washed it white as snow

Lord now indeed I find
Your power and Yours alone
Can change the leper’s spots
And melt the heart of stone

For nothing good have I
Whereby your grace to claim
I’ll wash my garments white
In the blood of Calvary’s Lamb

And when before the throne
I stand in Him complete
Jesus died my soul to save
My lips shall still repeat
© 1982 Lorenz Publishing Company
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THE PLANNING CENTER APP: CHURCH CENTER
 1. Search ‘Church Center’ in your app store
 2. Click on ‘Get Started’
 3. It will need to find our church so you can either:
        A. Allow it to access your location & click ‘New City Presbyterian Church’ OR
        B. Don’t allow access and search for our church manually
 4. Click on our church logo and select, ‘This is my church’
 5. Enter your phone number
 6. Enter the log-in code that will be immediately texted to you
 7. Click on your user profile to log-in (don’t worry...these steps are just to set-up  
 the app. You won’t have to do this every time!)

EDIT CONTACT INFO/ADD A PROFILE PICTURE
 1. Open the Church Center app once you’ve completed the steps above
 2. Click on the silhouette icon in the top right corner
 3. Click on your name and add info/photo, etc.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE CHURCH CALENDAR
 1. Open the Church Center app
 2. Click on the ‘Groups’ icon in the lower right corner
 3. Click on the group, ‘New City Presbyterian Church’
 4. Click ‘subscribe’

QUESTIONS?  E-mail: Heath@newcityhilliard.org
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Pastor James Kessler (Text questions to 614-302-1570)
“The Body of Christ: a Cosmic, Relational, Ethical Throwdown!”
1 John 4:1-6, ESV

4 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are 
from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know 
the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God. This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already. 
4 Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are from the world; therefore they speak 
from the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God. Whoever knows 
God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By this we know the 
Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

Notes:

SERMON

FURTHER DISCUSSION
1. Why is “Christ in the flesh” (verse 2) so significant to Christian theology? Why is it 
so important that his body was really in the world?

2. Why is “Christ in the flesh” so significant to Christian living? In other words, can’t 
you have the same benefit in every day life just by knowing the historical truth of Je-
sus life?Does the fact that he came to us in the flesh matter for everyday living now?

3. How does the incarnation (Christ in the flesh) affect you ethically? How does it 
make you more willing to share the love of Jesus or the life of Jesus with the world? 
How does it make you a better friend, coworker, or student?



9

Pray for our church:
1. Pray for our community groups to be 
places where folks receive care and support. 
Pray that needs would be met as people 
make their needs known.

2. Pray for Hilliard: the school board, the 
city council, its churches and the other 
insitutions that are laboring for the common 
good.

Yearly Bible-reading plan: 
*Plan takes you through the Psalms twice 
per year, the New Testament once, and 1/3 
through the Old Testament.

Mon Psalm 100, Isaiah 8, Matthew 12 
Tue Psalm 101, Isaiah 9, Matthew 13 
Wed Psalm 102, Isaiah 10, Matthew 14 
Thurs Psalm 103, Isaiah 11, Matthew 15 
Fri Psalm 104, Isaiah 12, Matthew 16 
Sat Psalm 105, Isaiah 13, Matthew 17 
Sun Psalm 106, Isaiah 14, Matthew 18

BIBLE READING & PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL READING | Believing together
READER: Christian, what is the faith you confess?
CONGREGATION: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth, of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from the Father before 
all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made; of the same essence as the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; he became incarnate by the 
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and was made human. 
He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried. The third 
day he rose again, according to the Scriptures. He ascended to heaven and is seat-
ed at the right hand of the Father. He will come again with glory to judge the living 
and the dead. His kingdom will never end.
And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life. He proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, and with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified. He 
spoke through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We affirm one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look forward to the resurrec-
tion of the dead, and to life in the world to come. Amen.
The Nicene Creed, 325 A.D.

We ask that you not feel compelled to give if you are our guest this morning. If you 
are not a Christian we are so glad to have you with us. Please know that giving is 
connected to faith in Jesus Christ. We would rather you feel welcome than give. 

WE GIVE GOD OUR OFFERING
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LORD’S PRAYER | Teach us to pray
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.     
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.     
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG FOR THE TABLE

LORD’S SUPPER | God invites us to feast with Him
Even if you feel you cannot take communion, we welcome you to come to the table 
if you would like and we will gladly pray for you. Children who do not  yet profess 
faith in Jesus should be with you at the table but should not take the elements.

Psalm 46 | BiFrost Arts

God is our refuge
Our strength and our shield
An ever present help
We will not fear
Though the earth gives way
And the mountains crash into the sea

CHORUS
There is a river
Whose streams will make glad
The city of our most High King
God is within her and she will not fail
He helps her at break of the day

Nations in uproar
Men’s kingdoms, they fall
He speaks and the earth melts away
The worst we imagine 
the strongest of storms
Our fortress it will still remain

There is a river
Whose streams will make glad
The city of our most High King
God is within her and she will not fail
Listen and hear the Lord say,
“Be still, and know that I am God.”

Come let us see 
what the Lord has done
The ruins he brings to the earth
He makes wars to cease 
to the ends of the earth,
He shatters the bow and the spear

There is a river
Whose streams will make glad
The city of our most High King
God is within her and she will not fail
Listen and hear the Lord say,
“Be still and know that I am God” (5X)



11

BENEDICTION | God’s parting words of grace
But let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Amos 5:24, ESV

SONG OF HOPE
Grace Alone  | Dustin Kensrue

I was an orphan lost at the fall
Running away when I’d hear You call
But Father You worked Your will
I had no righteousness of my own
I had no right to draw near Your throne
But Father You loved me still

And in love before 
You laid the world’s foundation
You predestined to adopt me as Your own
You have raised me up 
So high above my station
I’m a child of God 
By grace and grace alone

You left Your home to seek out the lost
You knew the great and terrible cost
But Jesus Your face was set
I worked my fingers down to the bone
But nothing I did could ever atone
But Jesus You paid my debt

By Your blood I have
redemption and salvation
Lord You died that I might 
Reap what You have sown
And You rose that I 
Might be a new creation
I am born again
By grace and grace alone

I was darkness all of my life
I never knew the day from the night
But Spirit You made me see
I swore I knew the way on my own
Head full of rocks a heart made of stone
But Spirit You moved in me

At your touch my 
Sleeping spirit was awakened
On my darkened heart 
The light of Christ has shone
Called into a kingdom 
That cannot be shaken
Heaven’s citizen by grace,
And grace alone

So I’ll stand in faith 
By grace and grace alone 
I will run the race 
By grace and grace alone
I will reach the end
By grace and grace alone
BlackBird Music



WHAT WE BELIEVE
The Truth of Christ. At New City we want to talk about Jesus all the time. Whether in our preaching 
and teaching, among our community groups, in the music we sing and communion every week, 
we want to proclaim the truth of Jesus. But to proclaim Jesus means that we must proclaim the 
truth about ourselves too. Jesus came to Earth because we needed him. At New City we will do 
our best to tell the truth not only about Jesus, but also about ourselves. This is a church that needs 
Jesus! When we proclaim that truth we create a humble, sacrificial, welcoming, courageous church.

The Love of the Cross. One way we try to embody the Gospel is by creating a community that 
loves one another like Jesus loved us. That means we invest in smaller communities (we call them 
community groups) and train our leaders to help care for our families. It means that we take hospi-
tality very seriously; our time, treasure, and talents are not for us but for each other and those who 
do not yet know Jesus. We expect to extend ourselves in costly ways for the sake of others, just like 
Jesus did. Our posture toward the world is not conflict but invitation, not suspicion and judgment 
but grace. 

The Hope of the Kingdom. The calling of the Church is not only to proclaim the truth and em-
body it, but to be front line of the new kingdom Jesus brings. There is a rich history of Christianity 
creating the language and the motivation for movements that seek the common good. There is an 
undeniable connection between the Kingdom of God and the hope of the world. We believe the 
church should be the place where healing and renewal spring out into surrounding communities. 
Hilliard should benefit because we are here.

STAFF
James Kessler | Pastor | james@newcityhilliard.org
James was born in Columbus but moved often and did not discover the Gospel until he joined a 
PCA church in Orlando Florida at the age of 13. He attended Covenant College where he met his 
wife Laura and his good friend and planting partner Mike Sloan. James went on to attend Cove-
nant Seminary and after graduation served as Associate Pastor at Northwest Presbyterian Church 
in Dublin, Ohio for nine years. James and Laura have two daughters: Audrey and Emmaline. In 
addition to family/princess time James loves writing, coffee, exercise (non-running), and watching 
other people exercise at The Shoe (Ohio Stadium). 

Heath Zuniga | Pastoral Resident | heath@newcityhilliard.org
Heath was raised in Canton, Ohio and graduated from The Ohio State University. It was during his 
time in undergrad that he came to understand the beauty of the gospel. While in school, he was 
set-up to emcee a retreat with his future spouse, Emily. After graduation, Heath and Emily spent 
time in South America, the Pacific Northwest, and then attended Covenant Seminary in St. Louis. 
Heath and Emily have two sons: Hudson and Lewis. Heath enjoys spending time with his family, 
running, architecure, and has high hopes for the U.S. Men’s national soccer team. 
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