


SUNDAY
Sunday Worship: Come at 10:15 AM for coffee, tea, lemonade and donuts in the lobby. Our service is 
from 10:30-11:45 AM.  We have a nursery for ages 1-3 years and children’s worship for children from age 
4 through the 4th grade. 

Zunigas’ Community Group: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday from 6:30-8:30pm in Marble Cliff/Grandview. 
Contact Heath or Emily with questions: heath@newcityhilliard.org or emily.zuniga@outlook.com

TUESDAY
Women’s Bible Study: 9:30 AM at the church office, 4087 Main St. 43026. Childcare is provided.          
Topic: The Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Workbook by Peter Scazzero.
Contact Laura with questions: Laurakess@gmail.com

Williams’ Community Group: 7:00-8:00 PM in the Mill Run area. Contact John Carl or Sarah with ques-
tions: johncarlwilliams@hotmail.com, saritawilliams@hotmail.com

Kesslers’ Community Group: 6:30-8:30 PM in NE Hilliard. Contact James or Laura with questions: james@
newcityhilliard.org, laurakess@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY
Ferris’ Community Group: 6:30-8:45 PM in central Hilliard. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Contact Walt or Lynn for details: lynn1952tx@gmail.com, wferris@fastmail.net

New City Youth Group: Every other Wednesday evening from 6:00-8:00 PM at 4087 Main Street. We’ll 
have games, snacks and a bible study. Contact Heath with questions: heath@newcityhilliard.org

THURSDAY 
Men’s Bible Study: The men will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month at the church house (4087 
Main St. 43026) from 6-7pm. Topic: Genesis 1-11. Contact James for details: james@newcityhilliard.org

Women’s Bible Study: The 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 6:30-8pm at the church house (4087 
Main St. 43026). Topic: How to Study the Bible with our Minds and Hearts by Jenn Wilken. Contact Sarah S. 
(sarahlstankey@gmail.com) or Laura J. (Laura.Johnston127@gmail.com) 
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NEXT AT NEW CITY
Good Friday Service: Join us for a one hour Good Friday service on April 19th from 5:30-630pm. It will 
be right here in our chapel. 

Easter Egg Hunt: New City’s annual egg hunt will occur on Saturday, April 20th from 10am-noon. The 
Kesslers will be hosting the event at their home: 3591 Lagoon Ln. 43026

Easter Sunday: We’ll gather to celebrate the Resurrection on Easter Sunday right here at 10:30am. 
Invite your friends and family. We’ll have coffee, donuts and a giant pile of bacon!

Membership Weekend: Why is church membership important and why do we do this at New City? If 
you’ve asked these questions, come join us! This class is open to those considering membership or to 
those simply curious to learn more about our church. We’ll gather Friday evening (4/26) and Saturday 
morning (4/27) at the church house (4087 Main St.). Food will be provided for both sessions and we’ll 
offer childcare for the Saturday session. Contact James to RSVP: James@newcityhilliard.org
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PRELUDE

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

GOD BRINGS US TO WORSHIP
READER: Come, all you whose souls thirst for the living God.

CONGREGATION: We come in search of help and hope.

READER: Come, you who are acquainted with grief or oppression.

CONGREGATION: We come bearing our doubts, our wounds, and our fears.

READER: Come, you who are in need of good news.

CONGREGATION: We come in search of joy, truth, and light.

READER: Come and find refuge in God your rock.

CONGREGATION: Let us again praise the One who is our help and our hope.

Based on Psalm 42 & 43, ESV

You Say | Lauren Daigle; Paul Mabury; Jason Ingram
© Sony/ATV Music Publishing LLC

All the Poor and Powerless | All Sons and Daughters

All the poor and powerless
And all the lost and lonely
All the thieves will come confess
And know that You are holy
Will know that You are holy

CHORUS
And all will sing out, Hallelujah
And we will cry out, Hallelujah

All the hearts who are content
And all who feel unworthy
All who hurt with nothing left
Will know that You are holy

Shout it
Go on and scream it from the mountains
Go on and tell it to the masses
That He is God

Shout it
(We will sing out, Hallelujah)
Go on and scream it from the mountains
(We will cry out, Hallelujah)
Go on and tell it to the masses
(We will sing out, Hallelujah)
That he is God
(God)

We will sing out, Hallelujah God
2011 Integrity Music

SONG OF WELCOME
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SONG OF REPENTANCE

CONFESSION OF SIN | Confessing together

Loving and merciful One, we thank you for the community in which you have placed 
us, for the brothers and sisters with whom we walk this pilgrim journey. Yet, we con-
fess that we fail to love as you love. We push aside those whom we believe are the 
least in your Kingdom. Form in us a new vision of community. We pray for the sake 
of your Kingdom that both already is and is not yet. Amen.

Let us silently confess our sins to God our Father

In You, O Lord, I am Found | Wendell Kimbrough

O Lord, you know me
And search me out:
My habits and thoughts,
My secret doubts
My dreams at night,
The words of my mouth.
In you, O Lord, I am found;
Oh, in you, O Lord, I am found.

I know not all my own
Heart and mind,
My wandering soul,
My sleepless eyes;
I long for you
But from you I hide.
In you, O Lord, I am found;
Oh, in you, O Lord, I am found.

Though darkness covers my
Hope and sight
And night overtakes
My troubled mind
In darkness you
My Daylight will shine
In you, O Lord, I am found;
Oh, in you, O Lord, I am found.

Before my birth
You composed my frame.
You gazed in my eyes
And knew my name;
You wrote with love
Each one of my days.
In you, O Lord, I am found;
Oh, in you, O Lord, I am found.

Where can I run from your
Love so deep,
So boundless and strong,
So rich, so free?
No height, nor depth
Can separate me:
In you, O Lord, I am found;
Oh, in you, O Lord, I am found.
Wendell Kimbrough Music
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SONG OF RENEWAL

At Children’s church, New City Kids learn a Bible lesson in a developmentally-appro-
priate manner. Children aged 4 through 4th grade are invited to leave for Children’s 
church. They will return to join us during Communion.  

CHILDREN GATHER | Children’s Worship

As a Beggar | Luke Morton

As a beggar, I come to Thee 
As a beggar, I come to Thee 
With empty hands, without one plea 
As a beggar, I come to Thee 

At Thy table I find a feast 
At Thy table I find a feast 
Here come the poor, the lame, the least 
At Thy table I find a feast 

Precious Savior, how can it be? 
Precious Savior, how can it be? 
Thine own dear blood was shed for me! 
Precious Savior, how can it be? 

All my days, Lord, Thy will be done 
All my days, Lord, Thy will be done 
Long I to see Thy kingdom come 
All my days, Lord, Thy will be done 

Come, Lord Jesus, O quickly come 
Come, Lord Jesus, O quickly come 
With lifted hearts, our prayer is sung, 
Come, Lord Jesus, O quickly come
© 2012 Luke Morton Music

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON | Healing together
PASTOR: Lift your heads, you precious children of God! Having hoped in Jesus for 
the forgiveness of your sins - I declare to you, in the power of his Name, that you are 
clean, your sins have been forgiven. Your Jesus, He loves you! 

CONGREGATION: Our Jesus, we thank you. Amen, Amen.  
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NEW CITY SMOKE
Sunday, 3/31 | 12:30pm | 4087 Main St. 

BBQ, sides and drinks!
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Pastor James Kessler (Text questions to 614-302-1570)
“The one where the girl becomes surprisingly beautiful after removing her glass
es... and other non-Christian love stories.”
1 John 4:7-21, ESV

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know 
God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, 
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In 
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be 
the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us 
and his love is perfected in us.

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Sav-
ior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides 
in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have confidence for the 
day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in 
love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoev-
er fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 If 
anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love 
his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.

Notes:

SERMON

FURTHER DISCUSSION
1. How is the Christian love story different than our traditional love stories? 

2. What do you think is behind the human to struggle to trust the love of God for us? 
What kinds of barriers do we face in believing in God’s orthodox, personal, com-
plete love for us?

3. If you are the kind of person that struggles to see God as “loving” to you, how do 
you think that will affect your obedience to God?

4. What are some ideas for helping your non-Christian friends understand the love 
of God?
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Pray for our church:
1. Pray for our community groups to be 
places where folks receive care and support. 
Pray that needs would be met as people 
make their needs known.

2. Pray for Hilliard: the school board, the 
city council, its churches and the other 
insitutions that are laboring for the common 
good.

Yearly Bible-reading plan: 
*Plan takes you through the Psalms twice 
per year, the New Testament once, and 1/3 
through the Old Testament.

Mon Psalm 107, Isaiah 15, Matthew 19 
Tue Psalm 108, Isaiah 16, Matthew 20 
Wed Psalm 109, Isaiah 17, Matthew 21 
Thurs Psalm 110, Isaiah 18, Matthew 22 
Fri Psalm 111, Isaiah 19, Matthew 23 
Sat Psalm 112, Isaiah 20, Matthew 24 
Sun Psalm 113, Isaiah 21, Matthew 25

BIBLE READING & PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL READING | Believing together
READER: The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in 
green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake.
CONGREGATION: Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
READER: You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint 
my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.”
CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER: “We thank you, our God, that you are the Good 
Shepherd who loves the sheep. In all of our wanderings we have yet, by your 
grace, wandered here. Meet us in this hour with your goodness and mercy. Prepare 
a table for us that we might feast on your promises and hope in your kingdom. 
Amen.”
Based on Psalm 23, ESV

Please do not feel compelled to give if you are a guest with us this morning. If you 
are not a Christian, know that giving is connected to faith in Jesus and we’re simply 
glad you’re here! Regular attenders and members can give the following ways:
Give electronically at newcityhilliard.org and then click on ‘giving’

Text-to-give by texting your amount to 84321 

WE GIVE GOD OUR OFFERING
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LORD’S PRAYER | Teach us to pray
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.     
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.     
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SONG FOR THE TABLE

LORD’S SUPPER | God invites us to feast with Him
Even if you feel you cannot take communion, we welcome you to come to the table 
if you would like and we will gladly pray for you. Children who do not  yet profess 
faith in Jesus should be with you at the table but should not take the elements.

Wood and Nails | The Porter’s Gate

O humble carpenter
Down on your hands and knees
Look on your handiwork 
And build a house 
So you may dwell in me 

CHORUS
The work was done with nothing but 
Wood and nails in your scar-borne hands
O show me how to work and praise
Trusting that I am your instrument

O loving laborer with 
The sweat upon your face
Oh, build a table that I too may join you
In the Father’s place
Oh, in the Father’s place

The kingdom’s come and built upon
Wood and nails built with joyfulness
So send me out within your ways
Knowing that the task is finished

The dead will rise and give you praise
Wood and nails will not hold them down
These wooden tombs, we’ll break them soon
And fashion them into flower beds

The curse is done, the battle won
Swords bent down into plowshares
Your scar-borne hands
We’ll join with them
Serving at the table You’ve prepared
Porter’s Gate Music ©



11

BENEDICTION | God’s parting words of grace
Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever 
is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and 
heard - practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

Based on Philippians 4

SONG OF HOPE
Be Thou My Vision  | Eleanor Henrietta Hull; Mary Elizabeth Byrne

Be Thou my vision
O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me
Save that Thou art
Thou my best thought
By day or by night
Waking or sleeping
Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom
And Thou my true Word
I ever with Thee
And Thou with me Lord
Thou my great Father
And I Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling
And I with Thee one

Riches I heed not
Nor man’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance
Now and always
Thou and Thou only
First in my heart
High King of heaven
My treasure Thou art

High King of Heaven, 
My victory won
May I reach Heaven’s joys
O bright Heaven’s Sun
Heart of my own heart
Whatever befall
Still be my Vision
O Ruler of all

Still be my Vision
O Ruler of all
Public Domain



WHAT WE BELIEVE
The Truth of Christ. At New City we want to talk about Jesus all the time. Whether in our preaching 
and teaching, among our community groups, in the music we sing and communion every week, 
we want to proclaim the truth of Jesus. But to proclaim Jesus means that we must proclaim the 
truth about ourselves too. Jesus came to Earth because we needed him. At New City we will do 
our best to tell the truth not only about Jesus, but also about ourselves. This is a church that needs 
Jesus! When we proclaim that truth we create a humble, sacrificial, welcoming, courageous church.

The Love of the Cross. One way we try to embody the Gospel is by creating a community that 
loves one another like Jesus loved us. That means we invest in smaller communities (we call them 
community groups) and train our leaders to help care for our families. It means that we take hospi-
tality very seriously; our time, treasure, and talents are not for us but for each other and those who 
do not yet know Jesus. We expect to extend ourselves in costly ways for the sake of others, just like 
Jesus did. Our posture toward the world is not conflict but invitation, not suspicion and judgment 
but grace. 

The Hope of the Kingdom. The calling of the Church is not only to proclaim the truth and em-
body it, but to be front line of the new kingdom Jesus brings. There is a rich history of Christianity 
creating the language and the motivation for movements that seek the common good. There is an 
undeniable connection between the Kingdom of God and the hope of the world. We believe the 
church should be the place where healing and renewal spring out into surrounding communities. 
Hilliard should benefit because we are here.

STAFF
James Kessler | Pastor | james@newcityhilliard.org
James was born in Columbus but moved often and did not discover the Gospel until he joined a 
PCA church in Orlando Florida at the age of 13. He attended Covenant College where he met his 
wife Laura and his good friend and planting partner Mike Sloan. James went on to attend Cove-
nant Seminary and after graduation served as Associate Pastor at Northwest Presbyterian Church 
in Dublin, Ohio for nine years. James and Laura have two daughters: Audrey and Emmaline. In 
addition to family/princess time James loves writing, coffee, exercise (non-running), and watching 
other people exercise at The Shoe (Ohio Stadium). 

Heath Zuniga | Pastoral Resident | heath@newcityhilliard.org
Heath was raised in Canton, Ohio and graduated from The Ohio State University. It was during his 
time in undergrad that he came to understand the beauty of the gospel. While in school, he was 
set-up to emcee a retreat with his future spouse, Emily. After graduation, Heath and Emily spent 
time in South America, the Pacific Northwest, and then attended Covenant Seminary in St. Louis. 
Heath and Emily have two sons: Hudson and Lewis. Heath enjoys spending time with his family, 
running, architecure, and has high hopes for the U.S. Men’s national soccer team. 

NEW CITY 101


