


SUNDAY
Sunday Worship: Come at 10:15 AM for coffee, tea, lemonade and donuts in the lobby. Our service is 
from 10:30-11:45 AM.  We have a nursery for ages 1-3 years and children’s worship for children from age 
4 through the 4th grade. 

Zunigas’ Community Group: 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sunday from 6:30-8:30pm in Marble Cliff/Grandview. 
Contact Heath or Emily with questions: heath@newcityhilliard.org or emily.zuniga@outlook.com

TUESDAY
Women’s Bible Study: 9:30 AM. Topic: The Emotionally Healthy Spirituality Workbook by Peter Scazzero. 
Childcare is provided.  Contact Laura Kessler for address and any questions: Laurakess@gmail.com

Williams’ Community Group: 7:00-8:00 PM in the Mill Run area. Contact John Carl or Sarah with ques-
tions: johncarlwilliams@hotmail.com, saritawilliams@hotmail.com

Kesslers’ Community Group: 6:30-8:30 PM in NE Hilliard. Contact James or Laura with questions: james@
newcityhilliard.org, laurakess@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY
Ferris’ Community Group: 6:30-8:45 PM in central Hilliard. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Wednesday of the month. 
Contact Walt or Lynn for details: lynn1952tx@gmail.com, wferris@fastmail.net

THURSDAY 
Men’s Bible Study: The men’s bible study will be on summer break until August! 

ON-GOING 
If you or someone you know would like help meeting physical/material needs (food, clothing, shelter) 
please reach out to our City team: newcityhilliardteam@gmail.com and we’ll help in any way we can. All 
requests will be kept in confidence. 

Little Free Pantry: items needed include personal hygiene items, rain panchos, pasta, pasta sauce, tuna, 
peanut butter and jelly. Questions? E-mail Emily.zuniga@outlook.com

WEEKLY AT NEW CITY

NEXT AT NEW CITY
Congregational Survey: Reminder to complete the short survey for the City Team to gather talents, 
resources and ideas this great congregation has to offer. If you did not receive a survey, let us know so 
we can get one to you.

Fall Picnic: Join us after church from 1:00-3:30pm on Sunday, Sept. 8th for a fall picnic. This is a great 
chance to reconnect as a church after a busy summer! Adult kickball game, relay races for the kids, a 
swimming pool (kids and adults). Hamburgers and hot dogs provided. Please bring any side or des-
sert to share! Location: The Millers’ home (5005 Elliott Rd. Hilliard 43026)

Meeting our Neighbors: Following service on Sunday, Sept. 29th we’ll spend sometime going door-
to-door and meeting the residents in the neighborhood surrounding our chapel. The goal is simply to 
introduce ourselves and spread awareness about our upcoming Oktoberfest.

Oktoberfest: Mark your calendars for Saturday, Oct. 12th. at 4pm. We’ll host the event at RELC. 

New City Membership Class: Come learn about our church! This class is part of our church member-
ship process and open to those who would simply like to learn more without becoming members.  
Saturday, Oct. 26th from 8:30am-Noon in our chapel. 
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PRELUDE

WELCOME & INTRODUCTION

GOD BRINGS US TO WORSHIP

We Are Not Overcome | Robert Heiskell              
Public Domain

Psalm 46 (There Is A River) | Bifrost Arts 

God is our refuge
Our strength and our shield
An ever present help
We will not fear
Though the earth gives way
And the mountains crash into the sea

There is a river
Whose streams will make glad
The city of our most High King
God is within her and she will not fail
He helps her at break of the day

Nations in uproar
Men’s kingdoms, they fall
He speaks and the earth melts away
The worst we imagine 
the strongest of storms
Our fortress it will still remain

There is a river
Whose streams will make glad
The city of our most High King
God is within her and she will not fail
Listen and hear the Lord say,
“Be still, and know that I am God.”

Come let us see 
What the Lord has done
The ruins he brings to the earth
He makes wars to cease 
to the ends of the earth,
He shatters the bow and the spear

There is a river
Whose streams will make glad
The city of our most High King
God is within her and she will not fail
Listen and hear the Lord say,
“Be still and know that I am God” 
“Be still and know that I am God

SONG OF WELCOME

28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Matthew 11:28-30, ESV
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SONG OF REPENTANCE

CONFESSION OF SIN | Confessing Together

24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny him-
self and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose 
it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if 
he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for 
his soul?

Matthew 16:24-26, ESV

Let us have a moment of silent confession of sin

 ASSURANCE OF PARDON | Healing Together
PASTOR: Lift your heads, you precious children of God! Having hoped in Jesus for 
the forgiveness of your sins - I declare to you, in the power of his Name, that you are 
clean, your sins have been forgiven. Your Jesus, He loves you! 

CONGREGATION: Our Jesus, we thank you. Amen, Amen.  

Praise To The Lord the Almighty | Catherine Winkworth; Joachim Neander

Praise to the Lord the Almighty
The King of creation
O my soul praise Him
For He is thy health and salvation
All ye who hear
Now to His temple draw near
Praise Him in glad adoration

Praise to the Lord Who over all things
So wondrously reigneth
Shelters thee under His wings
Yea so gently sustaineth
Hast thou not seen
How all your longings have been
Granted in what He ordaineth

Praise to the Lord Who doth prosper
Thy work and defend thee
Surely His goodness and
mercy here daily attend thee
Ponder anew 
What the Almighty can do
If with His love He befriend thee

Praise to the Lord
O let all that is in me adore Him
All that hath life and breath
Come now with praises before Him
Let the amen
Sound from His people again
Gladly for all we adore Him
© 1982 Lorenz Publishing Company
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SONG OF RENEWAL

At Children’s church, New City Kids learn a Bible lesson in a developmentally-appro-
priate manner. Children aged 4 through 4th grade are invited to leave for Children’s 
church. They will return to join us during Communion.  

CHILDREN GATHER | Children’s Worship

PASS THE PEACE | Forgiving One Another
When we pass the peace we are celebrating together, physically, the pardon we 
have just received from God. It is clear in the Scriptures that those who are received 
and forgiven by God receive one another as family. This isn’t a time to find your best 
friend in the room but to embrace our Lord by embracing His forgiven people right 
next to you. The customary greeting is “peace be with you,” and the reply is “and 
also with you,” but you may choose other ways of greeting.

Be Thou My Vision | Eleanor Henrietta Hull

Be Thou my vision
O Lord of my heart
Naught be all else to me
Save that Thou art
Thou my best thought
By day or by night
Waking or sleeping
Thy presence my light

Be Thou my wisdom
And Thou my true Word
I ever with Thee
And Thou with me Lord
Thou my great Father
And I Thy true son
Thou in me dwelling
And I with Thee one

Riches I heed not
Nor man’s empty praise
Thou mine inheritance
Now and always
Thou and Thou only
First in my heart
High King of heaven
My treasure Thou art

High King of Heaven, 
My victory won
May I reach Heaven’s joys
O bright Heaven’s Sun
Heart of my own heart
Whatever befall
Still be my Vision
O Ruler of all

Still be my Vision
O Ruler of all
Public Domain
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Fall Picnic
Sunday, Sept. 8th 
1-3:30 PM | 5005 Elliott Rd. 43026

Adult Kickball Game
Kid’s Relay Races 
Swimming Pool 

Hamburgers & Hot Dogs Provided
Bring a Side or Dessert to Share
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Pastor James Kessler (Text questions to 614-302-1570)
[GENESIS] “Quit It, We’re Praying!”
Genesis 8:20-9:17, ESV
8:20 Then Noah built an altar to the Lord and took some of every clean animal and 
some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 21 And when the 
Lord smelled the pleasing aroma, the Lord said in his heart, “I will never again curse 
the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth. 
Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 22 While 
the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night, shall not cease.”

9:8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9 “Behold, I establish my cov-
enant with you and your offspring after you, 10 and with every living creature that is 
with you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as 
came out of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. 11 I establish my covenant with 
you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of the flood, and never 
again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 12 And God said, “This is the sign 
of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is 
with you, for all future generations: 13 I have set my bow in the cloud, and it shall 
be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14 When I bring clouds over 
the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15 I will remember my covenant that 
is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh. And the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16 When the bow is in the clouds, 
I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living 
creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17 God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

SERMON

FURTHER DISCUSSION

1. Why did it make sense for Noah to set up an altar first thing? What kind of state-
ment does this make about Noah’s plan for life? Altars, especially those which are 
used for the sacrifice of live animals, are not approved by your local homeowner’s 
association; so how do you follow Noah’s example?

2. What does something as simple as prayer before meals teach us about how we 
should enjoy God’s good world? How does this simple action help deconstruct an 
unhealthy lifestyle?

3. James talked about how our worship together as a church is the center of the 
good life. Can you explain what that means? How does our worship help us, “kiss the 
ground,” so to speak?
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Pray for our church:

1. Pray for transformation. Pray that our 
love for God and our love for our neigh-
bor would change us.

2. Pray for your prayer life and for your 
time in the Scriptures this week. Pray for 
God to increase our delight in Him. 

Yearly Bible-reading plan: 
*Plan takes you through the Psalms twice per year, 
the New Testament once, and 1/3 through the Old 
Testament.

Mon Psalm 103, Ezekiel 36, Galatians 4 
Tue Psalm 104, Ezekiel 37, Galatians 5 
Wed Psalm 105, Ezekiel 38, Galatians 6 
Thurs Psalm 106, Ezekiel 39, Ephesians 1 
Fri Psalm 107, Ezekiel 40, Ephesians 2 
Sat Psalm 108, Ezekiel 41, Ephesians 3 
Sun Psalm 109, Ezekiel 42, Ephesians 4

BIBLE READING & PRAYER

CONGREGATIONAL READING | Believing together
READER: And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God.
CONGREGATION: He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall 
be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the 
former things have passed away.
READER: And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all 
things new.”
CONGREGATION: We thank you our God, that you love justice and mercy. We 
thank you that you know the pain of our mourning, you know the weight of our 
grief. We thank you our God, that you will not let evil and suffering have the last 
word. Thank you Lord Jesus that you are making all things new!
Based on Revelation 21:3-5, ESV

Please do not feel compelled to give if you are a guest with us this morning. If you 
are not a Christian, know that giving is connected to faith in Jesus and we’re simply 
glad you’re here! Regular attenders and members can give the following ways:
Give electronically at newcityhilliard.org and then click on ‘giving’

Text-to-give by texting your amount to 84321 

WE GIVE GOD OUR OFFERING
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LORD’S PRAYER | Teach us to pray
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.     
Thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven.    
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.     
For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

LORD’S SUPPER | God invites us to feast with Him
Even if you feel you cannot take communion, we welcome you to come to the table 
if you would like and we will gladly pray for you. Children who do not  yet profess 
faith in Jesus should be with you at the table but should not take the elements.

SONG FOR THE TABLE
Amazing Grace | Page CXVI

Chorus
So I will sing to you this song of thanks
For giving me abundant grace
You broke the stones around my heart
In you I’ve been redeemed

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost but now am found
Was blind but now I see

Through many dangers toils and snares
We have already come
‘Twas grace that brought us safe thus far
And grace will lead us home

When we’ve been there ten thousand years
Bright shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun
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BENEDICTION | God’s last word of grace
24 The Lord bless you and keep you;

25 the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you;

26 the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.

Numbers 6:24-26, ESV

SONG OF HOPE

O Love That Will Not Let Me Go | Christopher Miner

O love that will not let me go
I rest my weary soul in Thee
I give Thee back the life I owe
That in Thine ocean depths its flow
May richer fuller be

O light that followest all my way
I yield my flickering torch to Thee
My heart restores its borrowed ray
That in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter fairer be

O Joy that seekest me through pain
I cannot close my heart to Thee
I trace the rainbow through the rain
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be

O cross that liftest up my head
I dare not ask to fly from thee
I lay in dust life’s glory dead
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be



WHAT WE BELIEVE
The Truth of Christ. At New City we want to talk about Jesus all the time. Whether in our preaching 
and teaching, among our community groups, in the music we sing and communion every week, 
we want to proclaim the truth of Jesus. But to proclaim Jesus means that we must proclaim the 
truth about ourselves too. Jesus came to Earth because we needed him. At New City we will do 
our best to tell the truth not only about Jesus, but also about ourselves. This is a church that needs 
Jesus! When we proclaim that truth we create a humble, sacrificial, welcoming, courageous church.

The Love of the Cross. One way we try to embody the Gospel is by creating a community that 
loves one another like Jesus loved us. That means we invest in smaller communities (we call them 
community groups) and train our leaders to help care for our families. It means that we take hospi-
tality very seriously; our time, treasure, and talents are not for us but for each other and those who 
do not yet know Jesus. We expect to extend ourselves in costly ways for the sake of others, just like 
Jesus did. Our posture toward the world is not conflict but invitation, not suspicion and judgment 
but grace. 

The Hope of the Kingdom. The calling of the Church is not only to proclaim the truth and em-
body it, but to be front line of the new kingdom Jesus brings. There is a rich history of Christianity 
creating the language and the motivation for movements that seek the common good. There is an 
undeniable connection between the Kingdom of God and the hope of the world. We believe the 
church should be the place where healing and renewal spring out into surrounding communities. 
Hilliard should benefit because we are here.

STAFF
James Kessler | Pastor | james@newcityhilliard.org
James was born in Columbus but moved often and did not discover the Gospel until he joined a 
PCA church in Orlando Florida at the age of 13. He attended Covenant College where he met his 
wife Laura and his good friend and planting partner Mike Sloan. James went on to attend Cove-
nant Seminary and after graduation served as Associate Pastor at Northwest Presbyterian Church 
in Dublin, Ohio for nine years. James and Laura have two daughters: Audrey and Emmaline. In 
addition to family/princess time James loves writing, coffee, exercise (non-running), and watching 
other people exercise at The Shoe (Ohio Stadium). 

Heath Zuniga | Assistant Pastor of Church Planting | heath@newcityhilliard.org
Heath was raised in Canton, Ohio and graduated from The Ohio State University. It was during his 
time in undergrad that he came to understand the beauty of the gospel. While in school, he was 
set-up to emcee a retreat with his future spouse, Emily. After graduation, Heath and Emily spent 
time in South America, the Pacific Northwest, and then attended Covenant Seminary in St. Louis. 
Heath and Emily have two sons: Hudson and Lewis. Heath enjoys spending time with his family, 
running, architecure, and has high hopes for the U.S. Men’s national soccer team. 

NEW CITY 101


